PARTY-WALL	24!
For you will find Englishmen and Argentines together in
each other's offices. But how often do you find them in
each other's homes ? I ask the question with a due sense
of responsibility; and I know the answer, since a visitor
from overseas was privileged to dine on both sides of the
party-wall. The truth is that after office hours the two
communities lead almost entirely separate lives. Their men
play a little golf together; there is an annual Rugger
match between them ; and a mixed lunch-party in town is
quite a possible event. But how often do they dine together
in each other's homes ? That is the real test of intimacy ;
and it is one that Anglo-Argentine relations entirely fail
to satisfy. It is wholly devoid of political or economic
significance. It does not in the least detract from the reality
of Britain's contribution to the growth of the Republic or
from England's need of Argentina's products. Whether
Mr. A. of the Insurance Company receives an invitation to
dine with the Senora de B. or not, Great Britain and
Argentina will continue to be economically complementary
to one another. For in a world of cut-throat competition
there is no point discernible at which a British interest is
adverse to an Argentine interest. Indeed, since Argentina
contains more British capital than any British Dominion
except India, it would not be easy to invent one. Besides,
each country produces what the other needs; and all of
us may pray with perfect patriotism for the prosperity of
the other, since a more prosperous Britain will eat more
beef, whilst a more prosperous Argentina will need more
British manufactures.
These high matters are wholly unaffected by the social
problem. But they make it all the stranger that contacts
between the two partners in the Argentine adventure
should be so comparatively restricted. The wise historian,
since moral judgments went out of fashion with Carlyle,
does not apportion praise and blame. He merely records
facts; and quite the most conspicuous fact to any new-
comer is Hurlingham. Here, as the name indicates, is
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